
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TAKE 

WHAT IS APPlETAlK? 

This note is similar to one that appears in Chapter 7. Because of its direct relevance here, 
however, the information seems worth restating. 

AppleTalk refers to a method of networking computers and peripherals together; it is the 
equivalent of the language that is used to send information over the network. All Macintosh 
computers have built-in Apple Talk support, which makes it easy to connect them together 
for file sharing. 

Making a connection typically requires special networking cables. Apple's cabling system 
is called LocaiTalk, but other companies make competing cabling systems that connect via 
the same ports. A popular locaiTalk alternative is PhoneNet, which uses ordinary phone wire 
to make LocaiTalk With PhoneNet, the cable connected to the end device at 
each end of the chain needs a special terminating resistor, which is plugged into the empty 
slot in the phone plug. 

Once the cables are in place, using a connection also requires turning on Apple Talk and 
selecting the appropriate driver from the Chooser (as explained in the main text). Finally, if 
you are using Ethernet or other non-LocaiTalk networking system, and you are not using Open 
Transport, you will additionally have to open the Network control panel and make the appro
priate selection. With Open Transport, you may need to make an appropriate selection from 
the Apple Talk control panel (see " Problems Using Apple Remote Access," for one example). 

TAKE 

BEYOND FILE SHARING: TIMBUKTU PRO AND INTRANETS 

If you don't want to bother with all of these file-sharing setup procedures, there are at least 
two other ways you can accomplish the same goal. 

• Timbuktu Pro One way is to use a product such as Farallon's Timbuktu Pro. With it, you 
can send files from one· Macintosh to another via a LocaiTalk connection (or even via a 
modem connection). It has only minimal setup hassles, primarily a one-time installation 
of the Timbuktu software. Once installed, using it is even easier than using file sharing. It 
has the added feature of being able to take "control" of a remote Macintosh: you get to 
see the other Mac's screen and manipulate via your mouse and keyboard, just as if it 
were sitting in front of you. 

• Intranet Another option is to set up an Intranet, with your Macintosh (or at least some 
Mac) as a mini-server. Rather than having the server connect to the outside world of the 
Internet, however, you use it only for your local network (which can be as small as two 
Macs). For infrequent connections, such as for making file transfers to and from a 
PowerBook, it can be practical to do this via a locaiTalk connection (you'll need to make 
adjustments to your MacTCP or TCP/ IP settings to get it to work). From an Intranet, you 
can send or receive files to others on your network using FTP software, just as you would 
on the Internet. You can even have a local-only Web site set up this way, using a 
program such as WebSTAR or the even simpler personal Web server programs (such as 
Web For One). While you may balk at the work involved in setting this all up, it keeps 
getting easier as the software evolves. Still, this is admittedly the most difficult of all of 
the connection methods described in this chapter. While the setup details are beyond 
the scope of this book, I wanted you at least to be aware of this increasingly popular 
option-which obviously has uses beyond connecting a PowerBook to a desktop Mac. 

SEE: • Chapter 14 for coverage of more general Internet topics 
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multi-user network, however, don't use the method described here! (For information on 
more secure setups, consult System 7 software manuals.) 

This method assumes that you will be accessing your desktop Mac from your 
PowerBook. It also assumes you will use the built-in LocalTalk nenvork (as opposed to 
EtherTalk, or whatever) and that you have the necessary LocalTalk or PhoneNet cables 
correctly installed. 

BY THE WAY~ 

INFRARED CONNECTIONS 

Some PowerBooks, such as the 5300 and 1400 series, include the ability to communicate 
with another PowerBook via a wireless infrared connection. This requires the Apple IR File 
Exchange software included with your PowerBook and with System 7.5.3 or later-and it 
eliminates the need to use physical cables for file sharing. 

Needless to say, numerous problems can occur as you try to get this relatively new 
technology to work. For example, Apple states: "When you select IRTalk in the Network 
control panel, your computer chooses a random network address. Occasionally, you may 
come within range of another computer using the same network address and experience 
difficulty communicating with it. When this occurs, you' ll see a dialog box telling you that a 
duplicate Apple Talk address has been detected. Click OK in the dialog box, then open the 
Network control panel and select IRTalk again. This will give your computer a new network 
address and will correct the problem. (Alternately, you can activate and inactivate Apple Talk 
from the Control Strip or the Chooser.)" 

If you want to use this feature to "connect" your PowerBook to a desktop Mac that does 
not have infrared capability (none do as of this writing), you need to get Farallon's Air Dock 
and attach it to your desktop Mac. 

1. Make sure you have the needed fde-sharing software installed 
You probably already do. This software should have come preinstalled on your hard 
disk (assuming you have System 7); it also gets installed automatically if you select Easy 
Install when installing system software yourself. If you have this software installed, you 
will see files such as Sharing Semp, Users & 
Groups, File Sharing Extension, and Network in 
your Control Panels and Extensions folders. 

If these files do not appear, you need to install 
them. To do this, launch the Installer utility on 
your system software disks. Select Customize, 
open the Nerworking Software section and click 
the File Sharing box, and then click Install. After 
all this is done, restart your Macintosh. 

Install this software on both your PowerBook 
and your desktop Mac. This process will actually 
install more files than you really need, especially 
on your PowerBook; for example, you will need 
Sharing Setup on your desktop Mac, bur nor on 
your PowerBook. As you get familiar wirh rhe 
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Figure 11-19 Select Open Sharing Setup 
from the Contra/ Strip ( top) and get the 
Sharing Setup contra/ panel (bottom). 
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procedure, you can delete the fi les you know you don't need. In rhe meantime, it will 
be easier to jusr leave everything where it is. 

SEE: • Fix-It #5 for more details on using the Installer 

2. From your desktop Mac, turn on Apple Talk 
You can do this from the C hooser. Make sure Apple Talk is active; if it isn't, click the 
Active butron. If you are using the Control Strip, you can make Apple Talk active 
from there. If you are using Open Transport, you can also rurn it on from the 
Apple Talk control panel. 

3. From your desktop Mac, select Sharing Setup 
O pen the Sharing Setup control panel directly or from the Control Strip. 

In the Network Identi ty section, you must type in your name (however you want 
it ro appear) and a name for your computer. You can change rhese names later if you 
want, bur the Mac will not let you leave these spaces blank. You don't have ro rype a 
password, bur the Mac wi ll send you a warning m essage, if you do nor. 

From the File Sharing section, click Starr. Wait a minute or so until this process 
finishes. 

Leave Program Linking off. T his is a rarely used feature that does nor affect what 
you are trying to do here. 

Close rhe control panel. 

4. From your desktop Mac, highlight the icon of the hard disk you want to share 
To do this, just click the icon once. 

5. From your desktop Mac, select "Sharing . . . " from the Finder's File menu 
After you select the Sharing command, a 
dialog box appears. From here, click the 
check box rhar says "Share this item and 
its contents." At rhis point, all the See 
Files, See Folders, and Make Changes 
boxes should have an "X" in them-for 
all rows, including Everyone. Since you 
are nor worried about security, the sim
plest thing ro do is leave this as it is. 

File sharing is now enabled for every 
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fi le and fo lder on your selected disk. You Figure 11 -20 The Sharing .. . dialog box. Check "Share 

will be able ro rell this is so because rhe item and its contents" to share the disk. 

handles of all folder icons on your disk will become double thick. T his happens to all 
shared folders that you "own" (that is, that were placed there by you, nor by other 
users on a net\vork). 

Other changes in folder icons occur if you restrict access to 
specific folders in any way (or if you let other users on a net\vork 
create folders on your disk). Since you won't be doing any of that 
here, however, I won't bother you wirh the derails. 

Finally, you can repeat Steps 4 and 5 for any additional 
mounted disks you want to share. 
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D D 
Figure 11 -21 A folder 
that you own when file 
sharing is off (left) versus 
when it is on (right). 



6. From your desktop Mac, select the Users & Groups control panel 
You should see rwo "face" icons here, one with your name on it (this icon will have a 
bold outline around it) and the other called Guest. Double-click the Guest icon. 
From the window that opens, d ick the 
"Allow guests to connect" option. 

Again, be warned that this means 
that any user on a net\vork to wh ich 
you connect wiU have access to your 
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entire hard drive. As a safer alternative, 
you can bypass this step and plan ro conne 
own name, as listed on the ocl1er icon. Usi 
rather than Guest, however, may req ui re a 
make a file-sharing connection. 

C lose rhe icon's window and cl1e control panel. You are now 
done with rhe desktop Mac's side of cl1e setup. 

(Note: You can create new ico ns for specific users here, bur 
I am skipping over this option.) 

Figure 11-22 The Users and 
Groups control panel. Check 
"Allow guests to connect" to 
set up a convenient zero· 
security connection. 

7. Connect your PowerBook to your desktop Mac 
To do this, you need a LocalTalk or PhoneNer type cable (see "Take Note: W hat Is 
Apple Talk?"). If you are using Classic Apple Talk, connect each end of the cable to the 
printer ports (not the modem ports) of each computer. For Open Transport, connect 
rhe cable to the port selected in the Apple Talk control panel. If your PowerBook has 
only one serial port, it supports Apple Talk and is obviously rhe one to use. You can 
make these connections even while both computers are on. 

If you already have a PostScript LaserWrirer connected to your Macintosh, you 
already have rhe right kind of cable in a serial port (probably rhe primer port). In this 
case, you can simply unplug ir from rhe back of your printer and plug ir into rhe 
appropriate serial port of your Power Book (remembering to return the cable to the 
printer when you are done with file sharing). 

SEE: • Chapter 14 for more on Open Transport and Classic AppleTalk 
• Fix-It #17 for more on cables and cable connections 

8. From your PowerBook, select the Chooser 
Mal<e Apple Talk active, if it isn't already, 
then select rhe AppleShare icon. At this 
point, rhe name of your desktop Mac 
should appear in rhe window on rhe right. 
Double-dick rhe name (or single-dick rhe 
name and click OK). 
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From the window that appears next, 
click the Guest burton, cl1en click OK. 
Alternatively, if you left Guest access 
turned off in the Users and Groups control 
panel (in Step 6), you will need ro connect 
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Figure 11 -23 The Chooser, with my desktop Mac's 
name highlighted. 
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